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fortablo echo, as of a too successful burlesque or parody,
Of thiB Gray himself was not unconscious, though he put
the thought behind him, as one inconsistent with friendship.
A disreputable personage who crossed Gray's orbit about
this time, and wan the object of his cordial disliko and
contempt, has left on the mind of posterity a sense of
higher natural gifts than any possessed by the respectable
Mason, Christopher Smart, long afterwards author of the
Sony to David, was an idle young man who hud been ad-
mitted to Pembroke in October, I7JM, under the protec-
tion of the Earl of Darlington, and who in 1*745 was
elected a Bellow of his college* As early an 1740 he be-
gan to be celebrated for the wit and originality of Ins
Latin tripos verse, of which a series are still in existence*
One of these, a droll celebration of the Nativity of Yawn-
ing, is not unlike Gray's own Hymn to Jynownce in its
contempt for the genius of Cambridge. But Smart lost
credit by his pranka and levities no less quickly than he
gained It by his skill Gray writes in March, 1747, that
Smart's debts are Increasing daily, and that he drinks
hartshorn from morning till night. A month later lie had
scandalized the University by performing in the Zodiac
Boom, a club which had been founded In 17^5, a play of
Ms own called A Tnp to Cambridge j or, the Grateful
.Fair, a piece which was never printed and now no longer
is in existence. Already, at this time, Gray thought
Smart mad, "lie can't hear lua own Prologue without
being ready to die with laughter. He acts five parts him-
self, and is only sorry he can't do all the reftt. , . * As for
his vanity and faculty of lying, they have come to their
full maturity* All this, you see, must come to a jail, or
Bedlam." It did come to Bedlam, in 1783, but not until
Smart had exhausted every eccentricity and painful folly uncom-
